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Gouvernement du Québec
Le premier ministre

Québec, October 26, 2008

Professor Munroe-Blum, Summit participants and partners in CCSIP

Please accept my regrets for not being able to join you at the 7hird Summit of the
Canada-California Strategic Innovation Partnership. | applaud this innovative
partnership for developing new models of cooperation that allow us to accelerate
the delivery of research results. In Québec, we are proud to be part of this
initiative that strengthens our ties to California.

The current financial crisis demonstrates how deeply we are all connected through
financial markets, trade relationships and the global economy. The need for new
economic, social and environmental paradigms has never been stronger.

By bringing together the best ideas, minds and resources from Québec, Canada
and the state of California, CCSIP is stimulating action on critical global
sustainability challenges. | commend CCSIP and the researchers, developers and
decision-makers at the Summit for addressing these challenges with new mindsets
and collaborative action.

Perhaps most importantly, CCSIP creates an opportunity for Québec, Canada and
California to demonstrate much needed global leadership. | am looking forward
to leading a trade mission to California over the next 12 months to strengthen a
relationship that allows us to pursue paths and possibilities we never imagined.

Sincerely yours,

Jean Charest
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